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ACTS OF ADVOCACY

These are photos from a local intake hospital- where

children go right after they are given to the state.

Greetings in Christ from Russia!

* The Mission
Society

We are officially in our 5th week as residents of
St. Petersburg, and it has been quite a month:

First and foremost — About 5 days before we left
Georgia, Charlie and | found out that we were ex-
pecting our second child!!! God is amazing. Yes,
for those asking, there have been some moments
when I've wondered about His timing in this. But
the unchanging truth is that His timing is perfect,
and His blessing on this family at this time is more
than | could have ever dreamed.

Our flat in St. Petersburg is awesome! It is close to
the edge of the city, so it is not as loud and the air
is cleaner than in the center. It is also less than 2
blocks from a huge city park (like Central Park,
NYC huge). Finally, one bus ride from here is a
large grocery store that has - you won't believe it -
peanut butter!

We began language school on June 1, which is
held in our flat 3 mornings a week. Isabel has also
started practicing sounds she's hearing on the
playground and is telling Russians “Privet” (hello),
“Spaceeba” (thank you), and “Baca” (bye bye).

We just finished hosting a team from St. John's
UMC in Aiken, SC, who spent time working with
disabled orphans and the staff at a few facilities in
the area. Thanks for keeping this team and their
families in your prayers during this time.

Who are our brothers and sisters in St.

Petersburg? It took us several days, but we
came to realize that the huge park near our flat is
actually a memorial park, built after the 2nd World
War. The park was built to memorialize the esti-
mated 650,000 to 800,000 people (almost 1/3 of
the city's population at that time) who died of cold
and starvation during the 900 day siege of St. Pe-
tersburg (then called Leningrad), when German
forces surrounded the city from September 8, 1941
until January 27, 1944, and the city refused to sur-
render.

We found out from our landlord that the park was
originally the site of a brick-making plant that the
city turned into a place for incinerating many of the
bodies as they became overwhelmed with the
death toll. The plant is no longer there, but in the
park is located one of the large carts that was used
during that time to carry bodies to the plant. There
is almost always some sort of memorial left on this
cart. Yesterday someone had left flowers on top of
it. Today Isabel and | were walking by and an eld-
erly lady was standing near the cart, crying silently.
Of course in the U.S., we have seen significant
tragedy in recent years. But it is humbling to me to
be reminded of the incredible blessing in my life of
growing up and living in a city — in a country - that
has seen so little war within its borders in recent
history.
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state care.
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The pregnancy has brought with it the nausea and
exhaustion (and, yes, occasional emotional out-

Keep Charlie in your prayers as well. He has
worked so hard to get us here, and now that
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Thank you for your continued

It feels like it is not enough to say that we love you.
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Although we did not always understand it, our taking
more than 2 years to finally move to St. Petersburg
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Ways to donate to this ministry:

Love and blessings to you
To make a donation by credit card or electronic debit:

Miki, f % i > : - go to our website: www.actsofadvocacy.org and click
Charlie, b I = . on “Give” to go to the Mission Society “donations”

and Isa - ; , B page.

To make a monthly pledge:
Either contact us via email or phone (678-436-3016) so

that we can send you the appropriate documentation,

or go to our website: www.actsofadvocacy.org and

click on “Give” to go to the Mission Society
“donations” page.
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